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The Book of Ephesians
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» Written by Paul whilst in prison,
probably in around AD60
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« Many similarities to Colossians -
possibly written as a circular letter to
other churches
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Who were the
Ephesians and why
was It written?
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CONTEXT &%

 Cultural melting pot of nationalities
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o Spiritually aware but ‘anythingarian’
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» God fearing minority (the Jews) seen
as bigoted and judgmental
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THE CHALLENGE #£Eg
 Cultural heritage vs unity in Christ
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» Understanding God'’s plans and
purposes and personalizing what that

means
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* Revelations 2:1-7.
your first love?
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How to maintain
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Why is the book of Ephesians like
a football match?
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Because it's a book of two halves:
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« Chapters 1-3: the Gospel Story
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« Chapters 4-6: Our Story
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Chapters 1-3: the Gospel Story
F£1-35 : BEHINE

 God’s Plan (1:3-14) - chosen, redeemed, grace, united under Christ,

salvation, Trinity
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. Prayer for Understanding (1:15-23) Sk & ZmiEss (—ZF15-2380)

« Salvation through Christ (2:1-10) — saved by grace
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» United in Christ (2:11-22) — reconciliation through the cross, fellow citizens
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Chapters 1-3: the Gospel Story
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* God’s Purpose for the Church (3:1-13) - reveal the manifold
wisdom of God (to the universe!)
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* Prayer for Fullness (3:14-21) — strength, comprehension, eternal

glory
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Chapters 4-6: Our Story
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Fulfilling God’s Purposes in practical ways through our daily lives
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 Active Unity (4:1-6) - humility, gentleness, tolerance
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* Growing Together (4:7-16) — maturing, equipping, serving
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* Distinctive (4:17-24) — lay aside the old, put on the new
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« Christ Copiers (5:1-20) — walk in love, let go of evil, Spirit-filled
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Chapters 4-6: Our Story
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* Radical Relationships (5:21-6:9) - subject to one another, wives &
husbands, children & parents, slaves & masters
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* Ready for Conflict (6:10-20) — expect resistance, stand firm, be ready,
pray in the Spirit
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